
On September 19, 
2011, thirty-three 
children have been 

once again welcomed in 
the highly regarded St. 
Andrews Arts Academy 
where they will have 
world-class educational 
experiences in visual, 
musical, and theatrical 
arts. The majority of the 
children, who are in the 
third through fi fth grade, 
have been referred to the 
Academy through their 
ESL (English as a Second 
Language) teachers. While 
having fun and learning 
self expression through 
the arts, the children are 
learning better skills in 
speaking Standard Ameri-
can English. All art activi-

ties are tied to grade level 
expectations in the arts 
set forth by the Tennessee 
Department of Education.

The Academy serves 
as a safe haven for the 
children during their after 
school hours.  Staff and 
volunteers work hard to 
provide a positive and 
nurturing environment 
where these children 
can thrive.  St. Andrews 
Center also reaches out to 
the students’ families in 
order to offer assistance.  
It is our goal to give these 
children a voice in the 
community — literally 
and fi guratively - as they 
increase their confi dence 
while improving their 
English.
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Students in the Arts Academy program unwind after school.

Lynn Carroll

Lynn Carroll is named as the new 
Arts Academy Coordinator 

Ms. Carroll comes to us with 
more than 30 years of ex-
perience in teaching art and 

developing art programs in the public 
school system and 15 years at Mc-
Callie School. She holds a Bachelor 
of Science degree from UTC in Art 
Education, and she has completed 
additional graduate work at Belmont 
University.  She is State of Tennes-

see certifi ed in Visual Art K -12 and 
core curriculum K -8.  She is looking 
forward to working with the children 
and community partners to make the 
next year at the Acadeny fantastic.

Her love for children and knowl-
edge about developing and maintain-
ing art curriculum are assets for the 
center and for the youths who will 
study here.               
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One of the many things that 
makes St. Andrews Center 
special is how other nonprof-

its work with us under one roof in a 
synergistic fashion to serve the com-
munity. One of our partners is ETC 
— Ensemble Theatre of Chattanooga 
— which offers high-quality theatri-
cal experiences in an intimate setting 
with a stage that sits up to 60 people.

ETC produces 10 to 12 shows a 
year ranging from classical theatre 
like an annual Shakespeare produc-
tion to musical theatre and modern 
plays. The company also focuses on 
creating new works from emerging 
or established playwrights, like its 
annual Short Attention Span Short 
Play Festival and within the ensem-
ble, like our upcoming productions 
of Lunch Money and Have A Seat.

According to Gary Posey, an ETC 
founding partner, “We have a grow-
ing educational outreach program 
that includes monthly theatre work-
shops, If it were not for St. Andrews 
Center, we would not have grown as 
quickly as we have. We love being 
a part of such a diverse community 
center

Partner focus — ETC

Food and Faith Initiative update

Producing Partners John Thomas Ce-
cil, Christy Gallo and Garry Lee Posey.

Does your 
organization 
need space? 
St. Andrews 
Center offers 
organizations 

space in a 
historic and lively 
community center 

at economical 
rates.

Call 629-9872 for 
more info.

A vital part of our serving the 
community is offering real-life 
options for families who are most 

vulnerable in this inner-city food desert. 
A food desert is a place where families 
have little or extremely limited access to 
nutritious foods because grocery stores 
are not present. When this lack of grocery 
stores is married with socio-economic 
issues like a lack of transportation, the 
situation cries out for solutions.

The gleaning initiative of the program 
mobilizes staff and volunteers to work 
with many local farmers to go in and 
glean their fields after they have had pick-
ers go through. We are able to get hun-
dreds of pounds of fresh produce to the 
needy in the community through gleaning 
that would otherwise be left to rot.

Coming soon, the community gardens 
at Highland Park Commons and Hartnell 
Farm will become living laboratories 
where we will teach families how to 
grow their own produce then preserve the 
harvest.



Director’s Corner

St. Andrew’s Center 
available for weddings

Imagine having your wedding 
in a gorgeous 1907 Greek-revival 
sanctuary with stained glass win-
dows and a dome ceiling. Does that 
sound out of reach? It’s not! St. An-
drews Center is happy to announce 
that its sanctuary space is afford-
ably available for your wedding or 
special event. Engaged couples are 
encouraged to call 629-9872 to tour 
the facility. As the greater Chat-
tanooga-area’s newest (although 
actually one of the oldest) wedding 
venues, we are eager to partner 
with you as you enter into holy 
matrimony.

Dear Friends of St. Andrews Center: 

As I start my third month in my position, I continue to 
fall in love more and more with the work being done here. 
Families and children throughout the com-
munity are receiving life-changing ser-
vices through our work and the work of 
our wonderful building partners. The light 
shining from here throughout Highland 
Park is bright and beautiful.

It is never lost on me that you are the 
reason we are able to be here. It is through 
contributions from you that we can fulfi ll 
our goal of promoting spiritual, educa-
tional, economic, and social growth for the 
community. We look to you after the fi nancial lull of the sum-
mer months to help us. The needs are great, and your help is 
needed in the following ways:

*To help us provide art supplies and needed items for chil-
dren attending the St. Andrews Arts Academy where we teach 
self expression through the arts while reinforcing English-
speaking skills. Most of the attendees have been referred to 
the academy by their ESL teachers. The academy also serves 
as an after-school safe refuge in the midst of many infl uences 
that can harm young children. 

*To help us grow our gleaning efforts in the community 
through our Food and Faith Initiatives. The Center is taking 
the lead in identifying local farmers who are willing to share 
their resources with area food pantries. Groups of volunteers 
help glean the last of these farmers’ crops, load the trucks, and 
give food to the hungry. 

I respectfully ask you to give a tax-deductible donation to 
St. Andrews Center to keep our much-needed ministry reach-
ing and improving lives.

— Kristi Strode,
Executive Director

Please make plans on attending 
a new Thursday evening (6 p.m.) 
Bible study at the center where at-
tendees will delve into the topic of 
how the church can better serve hu-
manity and stay relevant in modern 
times. Discussions will be conduct-
ed by Board of Directors member 
Rev. Lawrence 
Clark, and 
light refresh-
ments will be 
served.

Bible study 
meets every
Thursday

Rev. Lawrence 
Clark, and 
light refresh-
ments will be 
served.

Rev. Lawrence Clark

In the same way, let your 
light shine before men, 
that they may see your 
good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven.
— Matthew 5:16 NIV



Christmas cards help the Center

Art produced by children from the 
St. Andrews Art Academy

The cost for 20 cards is only $15. 
Plan ahead for your Christmas card 
list — call 629-9872 to pre-order.

Thanks, 
volunteers
Thank you to the volunteers 

who came from across the 
nation to help us spruce up the 
building over the summer:  
• Bayshore Baptist Youths 
(Tampa, Florida)
• First Baptist Youths 
(Harsville, Indiana)
• The DeRuischer Family and 
Youth Group (Jenison, Michi-
gan)
• Hope for the Inner City 
Groups (Organized in Chat-
tanooga — Youths from Grand 
Rapids, Michigan)

 Your work was amazing, and 
it inspires all of us to see teen-
agers spending their summers 
serving others. God bless you!

If you would like more infor-
mation about volunteering at St. 
Andrews Center, call 423-629-
9872 today!  

‘Let Heaven and
Nature Sing’

St. Andrews Center
1918 Union Ave.
Chattanooga, TN 37404
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